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Graduates in the 
Class of 2017
(graduate and undergraduate students)
426 322
students began in







(Simple average of all cumulative GPAs)
Top 5 largest majors*
1. Psychology (40)
2. Exercise Science (36)
3. Marketing (26)
4. Biology (25) 
5. Management (20)




summa cum laude 
(3.90–4.00 GPA)




**Master’s and associate degree 
students do not earn honors so this is 
based on 403 baccalaureate students.
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Average Debt 
60% of the Class of 2017received student loans
40% of the Class of 2017did not take out any student loans†
Where’s Home?
155 Indiana229 other states
other nations, 42 Students 
Bahamas, Belarus, Bolivia, Canada, China, Congo, 
Dominican Republic, Germany, Greece, Haiti, 
Honduras, Hungary, India, Japan, Kenya, Lithuania, 
Nigeria, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Ukraine. 
(Self-reported data)
66% 
or more of the 
Class of 2017 
studied abroad
Interesting facts and statistics about the Class of 2017
† This number excludes parent loans.
Memorable events 
around campus
Breuninger Hall opened 
Breuninger Hall is the newest 
dorm on campus and houses a 
wide variety of students with-
in the dorm’s three  oors: “We 
don’t have a stereotype because 
we are so diverse in our inter-
ests,” said junior Mark Allsman.
First year of the new founda-
tions course 
Prior to 2013, professor of psy-
chology Mark Cosgrove sin-
gle-handedly indoctrinated 
incoming students in his foun-
dations of Christian thought 
class. “I enjoyed teaching 
the foundations of Christian 
thought class for 30 years,” Cos-
grove said. “I left the class be-
cause I wanted to begin some 
specialty classes like ‘neurosci-
ence and the soul.’
Last year of Sex and the 
Corn elds 
Residence Life sta  changed the 
name of the week-long program 
from “Sex and the Corn elds” 
to “Sexuality and the Body” in 
2014. “While (the) name was 
catchy and fun, it wasn’t com-
municating the ethos and hopes 
of the week-long program well,” 
Sara Hightower, director of 
residence life programs, said. 
According to Hightower, the 
program was created about 15 
years ago and originally named 
“Sex and the Village” to parody 
the TV show “Sex and the City.”
Last Hoedown 
Last Reject Show 
Performers who didn’t make it 
into MyGen or Nostalgia Night 
lineups used to have one last 
chance to take the stage during 
this Youth Conference fundrais-
ing event.
Chapel in Odle
Jon Cavanagh’s  rst year 
After saying goodbye to former 
Campus Pastor Randy Gruen-
dyke, Taylor welcomed Jon Ca-
vanagh to Upland. According to 
a September 2015 Echo article, 
Cavanagh desired to diversify 
both the worship style and types 
of speakers who come to cam-
pus during his time at Taylor.
Campus Center built, Stu-
dent Union closed 
University Program Review 
A two-year comprehensive re-
view of Taylor’s departments, 
majors and faculty resulted in 
the Program Review. The re-
port sparked dozens of changes, 
from fusing three departments 
together to releasing 17.5 faculty 
and sta  members.
Taylor Presidential transition 
Former President and  rst lady 
of Taylor, Eugene and Marylou 
Habecker, passed the towel of 
servant leadership to Lowell 
and Sherry Haines at the end 
of this graduating class’s ju-
nior year.
Cindy McWhirt passed away 
Taylor lost a valuable member of 
its community last fall. The se-
nior class enjoyed the three years 
Cindy served the campus dining 
community and will never forget 
her lesson to Fully Rely On God.
Taylor Taxis 
The Taylor Taxi saga spanned 
two years and a ected nearly 
every bike-riding student. After 
the bikes were initially launched 
in fall 2015, it took a full aca-
demic year to mangle a majority 
of the  eet and cause the Tay-
lor Bike Kitchen to rethink its 
leave one, take one strategy for 
spring 2017.
Olson twins die 
Faithfully spinning for over half 
a decade, Taylor’s two wind tur-
bines may have hit the brakes 
for good. Investigations into 
the turbine’s energy e  ciency, 
safety concerns and rust-col-
ored stains have kept the twin 
turbines in the spotlight since 
they were built in 2011.
Personal  rsts, lasts and 
everything in between
First Love’s run
The iconic truck stop and fast-food 
oasis o  I-69 sees frequent Taylor visi-
tors, especially during late-night hours 
when Upland sleeps in small-town bliss. 
Whether celebrating the end of  nals 
or running away from responsibilities, 
students come for the dollar menu but 
stay for the conversations.
First day in the dorm
For those of us in non-air conditioned 
residence halls, move-in day was a hot, 
awkward mess.
Foot washing
A tender tradition performed either 
on campus or during a weekend re-
treat, the foot washing ceremony led by 
upperclassmen on each wing or  oor 
formed seniors’  rst impressions of the 
Taylor community.
Jay Kesler chapels
Our beloved President Emeritus Jay 
Kesler has spoken a dozen times on 
the chapel stage since 2013. His wisdom, 
love for Taylor and tweetable one-liners 
make his speeches a valuable memo-
ry from the chapel program during the 
last four years.
IFC concerts
During the last four years, Taylor has 
hosted acclaimed performers like Son 
Lux, Lucius, and Gallant thanks to hard-
working members of the Integration of 
Faith and Culture (IFC) cabinet. “It’s re-
ally hard for me to put into words how 
much fun I have had planning and at-
tending IFC concerts,” senior and three-
year IFC member Paul Jacobson said. 
“They’re important because they ex-
pose us . . . to views and music that ar-
en’t from a Christian perspective, which 
is something that we don’t often get on 
our Christian campus.”
Dances
Since Taylor’s  rst sanctioned dance, 
TSO created the Dances and Spe-
cial Events Committee to coordinate 
what’s become an integral part of Tay-
lor student life, thanks in part to our 
dance-crazy seniors.
Last day of undergraduate career
Seniors will say tearful goodbyes out-
side the Fieldhouse next Saturday, 
clutching symbols of the time they 
chose to invest in this school. Whether 
the years  ew by or dragged on, the last 
four years have changed every one of 
them in unique and life-altering ways.
The last four years











Early mornings are President Lowell 
Haines’ friend—5:30 a.m. to be exact. 
Mornings hold the few moments of 
calmness before a packed day.
Recently, Haines hasn’t had time 
for nutritious breakfasts. This may 
be because he has completed his  rst 
year as president while simultaneous-
ly completing his doctorate degree. 
Since he has been on the go, a break-
fast bar and some juice have been the 
best he can manage.
On the few mornings he can a ord 
the luxury, he loves to cook break-
fast—anything from wa  es to eggs. 
“I grew up with a southern mom; 
she was from Florida, and she could 
cook,” Haines said. “So she made sure 
all her boys could cook. I’m not at all 
uncomfortable in the kitchen.”
Every day after breakfast, Haines 
takes time to write. Now that he’s  n-
ished his doctorate, he can focus his 
energy on more personal topics. As 
he sits in his enclosed home o  ce, he 
typically writes about thought-pro-
voking subjects as well as for the 
President Paul Lowell Haines, the 31st president of Taylor, has more on his plate than 
some may realize, but hopes to make more time for playing music.
Research and writing by Je  Grogan
Photograph by Justin Chapman
President continues on page 2
Photograph provided by Ellen Hershberger
Photograph provided by Ellen Hershberger
Photograph provided by Ellen Hershberger
Then-junior Chad Edmundson (’15) 
hauls boxes for incoming freshman 
during Welcome Weekend 2013.
Ryan Lott, the composer behind Son 
Lux, performed two unreleased songs 
at his Taylor concert in 2015, according 
to IFC member Paul Jacobson.
Many seniors’  rst Welcome Weekend 
memory is patterned with  annel, 
hay bales and Stetsons thanks to the 




From soccer to “football”




Once they graduate, some seniors travel quite a distance for 
a new job or graduate school. For senior Katie Wierenga, 
life after graduation looks a little di erent. Starting in late 
August, she’ll play women’s soccer for Northumbria Univer-
sity, located in Newcastle upon Tyne, England.
While playing soccer at the university, Wierenga will also 
be enrolled in the master’s program there to study inter-
action design. Simultaneously, she will be training with 
the Sunderland Association Football Club Ladies, a club 
team that competes in England’s highest division of wom-
en’s soccer.
After starting soccer in  fth grade because she liked to 
move around a lot—“I was really wiggly as a child”—the 
Grandville, Michigan, native played soccer at Tri-unity 
Christian High School and earned All-State honors three 
times, along with additional awards.
Wierenga originally came to Taylor because she want-
ed a more “normal” college experience. “I have already put 
my values straight; that’s why I came to Taylor, so I could 
have the small atmosphere and not have soccer be all-con-
suming,” she said. “So it is a little scary to base my future 
plans o  of soccer, when before I purposely didn’t put my 
life around soccer.”
But through stepping out of her comfort zone while 
at Taylor, she acknowledged, she has grown and been 
equipped for many di erent life paths. She speci cally 
learned through exploring the phrase “God does not call 
the equipped, but equips the called.” 
Playing soccer all four years at Taylor, mostly as a defen-
sive mid elder, Wierenga has earned multiple awards, in-
cluding All-American her senior year, which is why she’s 
ready to continue playing soccer at a more advanced level.
Although unsure of the speci cs of practices and home-
work load, Wierenga estimates she’ll play in at least 50 
games in the next nine months between the two teams. 
According to Wierenga, it’s common for Americans to play 
overseas before playing professionally in the States. She 
tried out for the North Carolina Courage but was encour-
aged by her coach, Scott Stan, to play overseas for a season 
and then try out again for the American team afterward.
Even though Wierenga believes English players have more 
foot skills, the teams there like having Americans play soc-
cer with them because of Americans’ determined mental-
ity. “I’ve heard that (Americans) kind of bring some life to 
the team, ‘We’re down a goal, but we’re not going to lose.’ 
We’re going to go harder now,” she said. “I think as a player, 
I have a little more heart, and they have a little more skill.”
If playing professionally doesn’t work out, Wierenga has 
other opportunities to consider. She’s open to doing her own 
design work in a creative outlet or working on human-com-
puter interaction for a business, a result of her double-ma-
jor in computer science digital media and art.
But for now, she’s ready to continue playing. “I’ve loved 
(playing) soccer at Taylor—it didn’t burn me out; it just 
made me love it more,” she said. “So I’m going to go over 
(to England) and get myself burnt out.”
echo@taylor.edu
Behind the shiny silver name tag
Student Body President receives 
2017 Student Leader of the Year
Laura Koenig
A&E Editor
Many recognize senior Nicole Arpin by one of 
her many past and present Taylor leadership ti-
tles: student body president, Second Breu PA or 
The Echo Life & Times editor. On Monday, May 
8, Taylor University honored Arpin’s outstand-
ing leadership by awarding her the 2017 Student 
Leader of the Year Award.
As Arpin received her award during the hon-
ors chapel, many faculty and students saw more 
than the ful lled responsibilities of each title. 
They saw an intentional, generous and genuine 
leader and friend.
“One characteristic of Nicole that I admire 
most is her tenacity in the pursuit of asking good 
questions,” senior and friend Bekah Estes said. 
“Throughout our time here, I have watched Ni-
cole wholly engage in topics that she entered 
with little knowledge or context, and I have 
watched her do so with profound openness, hu-
mility and hunger to learn.”
Arpin said God taught her humility through 
her many roles. She has learned how to compare 
herself to God instead of others to gain an accu-
rate perception of herself and to better relate to 
people around her. Her time at Taylor has shaped 
her as a leader as she learned to acknowledge her 
place, people and purpose.
With Arpin’s gained wisdom and perspectives, 
she hopes she stewarded her positions well and 
left them in a better place for future leaders.
“I really do think Jesus encourages us to not 
pursue positions of in uence, power and recog-
nition,” Arpin said. “I would encourage future 
student leaders to really hold positions of pow-
er at arm’s length and consider certainly the good 
that can be done through those positions and the 
ways they could leverage their privilege for the 
good of others, but also to consider the spiritu-
al implications of those roles for their own (re-
lationships) with God and their own health of 
their (hearts).”
While Arpin sets an example for future leaders, 
faculty and students expressed their respect and 
love for their friend and fellow leader. From deep 
conversations over tea and shared love for litera-
ture to bungee jumping and learning Spanish in 
Ecuador, each conveyed their admiration and ap-
preciation for Arpin in and out of the classroom.
Senior Student Body Vice President Adam 
Wright has served alongside Arpin this year and 
has seen her  ourish as a student leader.
“She has begun to outline for me what it looks 
like to work my hardest but to also balance pri-
orities well at the same time,” Wright said. “I will 
be looking toward her work ethic as a standard 
for the rest of my life, and working with Nicole 
has been an absolute privilege.”
The 2017 Student Leader of the Year Award 
honored Arpin’s hard work. Beginning in 1984, 
departments across campus are asked to submit 
names of junior or senior student leaders. These 
nominees must have a minimum 3.0 GPA, an ev-
ident Christian commitment and potential for a 
future in leadership. This year, 321 students were 
nominated. After 305 juniors, seniors and faculty 
members cast their votes this spring, Arpin re-
ceived the annual honor.
As Arpin wraps up her senior year, she hopes 
to take the leadership skills and lessons she’s 
learned at Taylor into her next community in 
San Bernardino, California, working as a mar-
keting automation intern, as she continues to 
rely on God to help her see needs and act on 
them through the Holy Spirit.
Arpin also re ected on her legacy at Taylor:
“I just really hope people felt like I wanted to 
know them and that I cared about them,” Arpin 
said. “And that they felt listened to and under-
stood and well-represented.”
echo@taylor.edu
Taylor magazine and special mailings.
Lowell usually drives to his of-
 ce, located on the top  oor of the 
admissions building, around 8:30 
or 9 a.m. to begin working on oth-
er tasks. The rest of his day consists 
of meetings with di erent personnel 
and administration.
However, this particular Friday was 
Grandparents Day. Haines led devo-
tions from the chapel stage at 8:30 
a.m. as about 150 grandparents sat 
straight-backed in the soft lighting. 
He and his wife, Sherry, shook hands 
and shared laughs with grandparents 
who meandered over after the event. 
Haines chatted with longtime friend 
Jay Kesler, putting a friendly hand on 
his shoulder.
No day is ever the same for Low-
ell. He has regular meetings each 
week, but other meetings  uctuate 
each day. For instance, his prepa-
ration for chapel addresses entails 
his secretaries transforming notes 
into PowerPoints.
His job is relentless; once one task is 
 nished, he moves on to the next one.
“It’s a lot of work,” Haines said. 
“Seriously, when Commencement 
comes, I’m probably going to just 
drop out of sight for a week. Just go 
stare at the wall or something, turn 
on some music real loud and just 
zone out.”
Haines never sought out Taylor’s 
presidency: he was content with his 
job at Faegre Baker Daniels law  rm 
in Indianapolis, and retirement was 
in the near future. Once he looked at 
his resume and saw his credentials, 
he realized they were a perfect  t for 
a Taylor president.
“I love doing this,” Haines said. 
“I love Taylor. So it’s not like I have 
a hard time selling this place. It 
sells itself. For me, Taylor’s kind of 
like selling a Lexus or Mercedes: 
it’s a great school. You don’t have 
to do a lot of sales to sell a Lexus 
or Mercedes.”
Haines said one day he came 
across a picture of him and former 
President Milo Rediger. This was 
not just any photograph; it depict-
ed Rediger handing Haines his di-
ploma when he graduated. Now 
Haines stands on the other side of 
that handshake.
For students, Friday nights are 
often a time to unwind from a week 
of classes; however, Haines cannot 
a ord to spend Friday nights strum-
ming his guitar. He must prepare for 
the next meeting, speech or recep-
tion. When Haines has down time, he 
loves playing guitar in his secluded, 
quiet living room, which holds some 
of his acoustic guitars—a few of the 
many he owns.
Around a month ago, he turned in 
his  nal doctorate paper for the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. After sub-
mitting it, he pulled the guitar o  
his o  ce wall and started playing—
the  rst time he’s played in his Tay-
lor o  ce.
According to Haines, Taylor’s stu-
dent body might see the rockstar 
himself playing guitar on stage next 
year. He said that he longs to perform 
with a few of the chapel bands. In 
Haines’ mind, playing guitar is equal 
to therapy.
He would even like to start host-
ing home concerts. Haines wants 
the president’s house to function as 
more than just a glori ed conference 
room, but also as a place to listen to 
talented musicians.
Now that he nearly has his  rst year 
of presidency under his belt, Haines is 
ready for the second year. He is in awe 
of the opportunity he has to lead the 
school he loves dearly and has poured 
much of his heart into. 
Haines cannot avoid a packed 
schedule during his presidency. With 
the doctorate checked o  his list, he 
now has time to focus fully on being 
the president of Taylor.
echo@taylor.edu
Senior Nicole Arpin received 
her 2017 Student Leader 
of the Year during honors 
chapel on Monday.
Senior Katie Wierenga will travel over 3,000 miles 
to play soccer in England following graduation.
“Nicole has taught me 
a lot about the way that 
question-asking can impact 
a relationship. She comes 
to people and relationships 
with curiosity and interest 
that draw out good and 
deep conversations.” 
— Director of Breuninger 
and Gerig Halls Abi Noble; 
Arpin’s hall director 
“Nicole tackles everything 
with confi dence, and it’s 
been so good for me to 
witness that up close. 
Through her I’ve learned 
that if we wait until we are 
qualifi ed to do everything, 
we might never do 
anything.” 
— Junior Sarah Davis; 
Arpin’s roommate 
“Her learning attitude is 
one that has rubbed off on 
me throughout my time at 
Taylor but more importantly, 
her genuine care and 
interest in others is what 
has impacted me most. She 
is an incredible listener, 
gentle advice-giver, and 
thoughtful friend to all.” 
 — Senior Sarah Smith; 
Arpin’s friend
“I think Nicole leads well 
up front, but some of her 
best work is unseen. What 
I mean by this is her ability 
to listen, learn, and think 
critically is exemplary.” 
— Associate Dean of the Center 
for Student Leadership/Director 
of Student Programs Steve 
Austin; Arpin’s supervisor
“When she had a concussion 
a while back, I watched her 
lean on God. Having to step 
back and do very little was a 
diffi cult charge for her, but 
that’s exactly what God called 
her to do at that point. She 
understood her limits and 
allowed the healing to take 
place until she could come 
back . . . probably stronger 
than ever.” 
— Department Co-Chair & Associate 
Professor of Communication 
Donna Downs; professor 
“I see such confi dence 
in Nicole. When there is 
something that she wants to 
attain, you can count on her 
to give it her very best. I saw 
this tremendous work effort 
and drive in the ways that she 
pursued learning Spanish 
while abroad.”
— Senior Will Maakestad; Arpin’s friend
Photograph by Becca Robb
Photograph by Marian Douglas
Photograph by Ruth Flores-Orellana
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Biggest accomplishment: Competing in the national 
tournament this past year (the fi rst time for Taylor in 11 
years) 
Best memory: Winning against Davenport University, 
which was in the top three of the country for NAIA
Why this sport: Grew up playing basketball with his family
Fun fact: Co-founded Sky Footwear, a business venture 
that practices the “buy one, give one” model to provide 
socks to the homeless
Matt Hall
Sport: Track and men’s cross-country 
Hometown: Crete, Illinois
Biggest accomplishment: All-American seven times 
Best memory: Track’s spring break talent show in Georgia 
during sophomore year 
Why this sport: Lacked hand-eye coordination








Marylou Habecker to receive honorary doctorate
Former  rst lady of 




When Marylou Habecker received 
an email from Taylor University an-
nouncing the recipient of an honor-
ary degree, she had no idea that she 
was the one Taylor planned to honor.
“I saw the subject and thought, 
‘How nice of you to let me know who 
is getting a degree,’” she said. “We 
were in Ecuador at the time. I was 
in our living room re ecting on the 
delightful time we had just experi-
enced with the U.S. Ambassador to 
Ecuador, his wife and our amazing 
(Taylor) students, while Gene was 
taking a ‘siesta.’ I casually opened my 
email to read what might be there.”
At the top of her inbox was a mes-
sage titled Honorary Degree.
She clicked on the email. Her 
eyes scanned through the text, only 
pausing upon recognizing her own 
last name.
“Yes—Oh, Gene is getting a degree,” 
she thought. Her husband, Eugene Ha-
becker, who was president of Taylor for 
11 years, has received honorary degrees 
from nine di erent colleges. It made 
perfect sense to her that Taylor would 
honor him—or it would have made 
sense, if he hadn’t already received an 
honorary degree from Taylor.
Marylou Habecker looked back 
down at the email and read on in 
complete disbelief: The degree was 
for her!
“I continued reading through tears 
in my eyes, ran into the bedroom, 
woke up Gene and just sobbed. ‘There 
is no way . . . They don’t have to do this 
. . . I just did what I loved . . . ,” she said.
Marylou Habecker will receive her 
honorary doctorate during Taylor’s 
Commencement Ceremony. Taylor 
awards around three honorary doc-
torates a year, according to current 
president Lowell Haines. This year, 
Taylor has awarded two. The other 
honorary degree was presented to 
author Os Guinness earlier this year.
“(An honorary doctorate) is meant 
for people who have either made a 
huge contribution to Taylor or to the 
world,” Haines said. “It says some-
thing about the person, but it also 
says something about the school. 
Marylou had a large e ect on a lot 
of people.”
During her time as Taylor’s  rst 
lady, Marylou Habecker worked to 
make the president’s house an open 
and welcoming place. She organized 
faculty and staff dinners, opened 
the Great Room for student events 
and started weekly women’s prayer 
meetings inside the house.
Students remember her best for 
the warm way she speaks to every-
one. Marylou and Gene Habeck-
er would occasionally sit in front 
of junior Brecken Mumford’s wing 
during chapel. Mumford remembers 
how Marylou Habecker would turn 
around to speak to her and the oth-
er girls. “She was always kind and 
interested,” Mumford said. “She al-
ways made an effort to make you 
feel heard.”
When senior Jessica Wise worked 
as catering manager, she often met 
with the former first lady. “Mary-
lou . . . speaks to everyone no mat-
ter who they are as if they are the 
most important person in the world,” 
Wise said.
Marylou Habecker will speak brief-
ly during Commencement, and she 
said she will likely speak on Matthew 
22:37-40.
“Our purpose is to love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, soul, strength 
and mind,” she said. “Our voca-
tion is where we are called to ful ll 
that purpose.”
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Former  rst lady and ’68 Taylor alumna 
Marylou Habecker visited Taylor campus 
last Wednesday, and she will be back on 
campus again for Commencement.
During her visit, Habecker shared what she 
called her refrigerator verse with senior 
Jessica Wise to help ease Wise’s nerves 
about her post-graduation plans: “But 
these things I plan won’t happen right 
away . . . Just be patient! They will not be 
overdue a single day!” (Habakkuk 2:3, TLB)
Michael Saunier
Position: Assistant professor of communication; Il-
ium advisor
Length of service: 9 years
Taylor origin story: Prior to coming to Taylor, Saunier 
worked for the Christian Missionary Alliance de-
nomination. After Saunier felt God leading him in 
a different direction, he searched for jobs in Chris-
tian higher education and eventually found a posi-
tion in Taylor’s Media Communication department.
A favorite memory at Taylor: “Just being able to work 
with the students and connect with them. Getting 
to know a little about them and sharing on a more 
personal level.”
Future plans: After he leaves Taylor, Saunier is inter-
ested in working in a bicycle shop—for years, cycling 
has been one of his hobbies. This summer he’ll 
brave several rides, including the N.I.T.E. Ride in 
Indianapolis, which includes around 4,000 cyclists, 
and other rides in Indiana, Michigan and Colorado.
His advice to Taylor students: “Actually be a disciple of 
(God’s) and go beyond being a comfortable Chris-
tian; a cultural Christian; a Christian in name only; a 
Christian because you grew up in a Christian family 
or you went to church. I think a lot of times we wait 
till after we’ve done stuff in life and (gotten) jobs. 
But I think if we turn that around and focus more 
on that now, then our paths would be a lot clearer 
out into the future. And I think our lives would be 
more rewarding, more fulfi lled.”
“He’s always just so welcoming to students, and he 
loves further than just their academic lives, and he 
really cares about their personal and spiritual lives 
as well,” said junior Ellen Hershberger. “And so I’ve 
really appreciated that about Mike.”
Ron Benbow
Position: Professor of mathematics
Length of service: 30 years
Taylor origin story: Benbow came to Taylor after 
teaching for 14 years in the Marion school district. 
He thought he’d be here for one year, but stayed 
for 30!
A favorite memory at Taylor: “Moving into the new 
Euler Science Complex after several decades of 
planning and hoping for more space for math and 
science faculty and students. It has been a true 
blessing to work in that building for the last fi ve 
years and to have had a small part in its design.”
Future plans: Nothing long-term, but in the next few 
months, he and his wife will celebrate their wed-
ding anniversary with a cruise to Alaska. They then 
plan to attend their niece’s wedding in Florida.
Advice for instructors at Taylor: “Get to know your stu-
dents and colleagues as much as possible, and 
try not to worry about being perfect. They will 
value honesty and transparency even when you 
make mistakes.”
“Dr. Benbow has served and serves the Taylor com-
munity well,” said Jason Kimball, senior. “Whether 
it is showing understanding with busy schedules 
or taking the time to answer any question asked of 
him, Dr. Benbow clearly cares about the students 
in his classroom. I hope to one day emulate his 
compassion to my own students.”
Ken Boyd
Position: University instructional designer. Boyd 
helps faculty design cutting-edge courses, and 
connects them to the resources they require.
Length of service: 6 years
Taylor origin story: Boyd came to Taylor in 2011 at the 
invitation of a former employee from his days at 
Asbury Theological Seminary: Jeff Groeling, the 
vice provost.
A favorite memory at Taylor: Chorale concerts.
Future plans: Among other pursuits, he wants to 
learn Spanish so he can be better equipped for 
upcoming mission trips to Nicaragua.
Advice for students: “Take advantage of every overseas 
opportunity that you can.”
“In his role of University Instructional Designer, 
Ken has helped many faculty refi ne and improve 
their courses,” said Jeff Groeling, vice provost. “His 
friendly and disarming manner made it easy to work 
with him. His contributions, both as a friend and a 
Lee Erickson
Position: Professor of economics
Length of service: 38 years
Taylor origin story: Erickson came to faith in Christ 
while at a high-paying contract research job. After 
his conversion, God led him to teach at a Christian 
college—Taylor University.
What he’ll miss most: Worshiping with students 
during chapel.
Future plans: This summer, Erickson and his wife 
will move to Ireland, joining the staff of Opera-
tion Mobilization.
Why he loves Taylor: “The best thing about Taylor is 
its strong Christian commitment without having a 
particular denominational focus. There is a unity 
in Christ along with a diversity of theological per-
spectives within this framework that is unusual 
and enriching.”
“Dr. Erickson is the longest-standing business fac-
ulty in the history of the department here at Taylor 
University and we’re thrilled . . . and grateful for his 
thirty-eight years of service,” said Jody Hirschy, de-
partment chair and associate professor of business. 
“He’s been an asset to the institution and certainly 
to the department.”
Mary muchiri
Position: Associate professor of English
Length of service: 16 years
Taylor origin story: Started at Taylor teaching Beulah 
Baker’s classes while Baker took students to Lon-
don. When another professor resigned, Muchiri 
fi lled the position.
A favorite memory at Taylor: In 2015, the entire Reade 
Center community supported Muchiri when her 
husband fell sick in Kenya and she had to fl y over 
to care for him: “I was completely overwhelmed 
by their concern and Christian love,” Muchiri said.
Future plans: Muchiri isn’t sure what’s coming next, 
but she trusts the Lord. She plans to visit Kenya 
during June and July. After that she hopes to write 
more, no matter what happens.
Her favorite Taylor activity: Attending chapel and par-
ticipating in communal worship.
Advice for instructors at Taylor: “To a black instructor, 
especially a woman, I would caution that she may 
not fi nd things as easy as they may look, since she 
will be a minority among minorities.”
“I have always deeply appreciated Mary’s kindness 
and humility,” said Aaron Housholder, assistant pro-
fessor of English. “She was a welcoming presence 
when I joined the faculty ten years ago; it is hard 
to imagine the department without her in it. We all 
pray for God’s blessings on Mary and her family as 
she moves into the next phase of her story.”
Donald Taylor
Position: Professor of kinesiology and head men’s 
tennis coach
Length of service: 26 years
Taylor origin story: Networking led him to Tay-
lor. During a period when he wanted to get into 
Christian higher education, a colleague of his 
recommended him to be the Chair of Taylor’s 
former health, physical education and recre-
ation department.
A favorite memory at Taylor: “Having our daughter, Jill 
(’97), and our son, Justin (’04), get their degrees 
from Taylor are special,” Taylor said. “Justin played 
on the tennis team for me, and we won the Con-
ference Championship and the Regional Champi-
onship to go to the NAIA Nationals in his freshman 
year—that was a great one!”
Future plans: Taylor plans to continue coaching the 
men’s tennis team. He’ll also spend his time adjunct 
teaching, reading, playing tennis, working around 
the house and doing other activities to which he 
feels God has called him.
His advice to Taylor students and instructors: Engage with 
the Taylor community. Take advantage of the op-
portunities Taylor offers. Help keep our school 
Christ-focused.
“Don has been a great colleague, both on the 
athletic side and in academics,” Jeff Marsee, as-
sociate professor of kinesiology, said. “He does ev-
erything with great enthusiasm and wants the best 
for his students.”
Roger Jenkinson
Position: Jenkinson held a wide variety of positions 
during his time with Taylor, including his work with 
athletics, history and geography, the Taylor Univer-
sity national alumni council (of which he was presi-
dent), and many other places of service.
Length of service: 52 years—the longest term of service 
in Taylor University’s history!
Taylor origin story: Jenkinson fi rst came to Taylor as 
a student athlete. He graduated in 1960, then re-
turned in 1965 to teach history and geography 
alongside Grace Olson, namesake of Olson Hall. 
He returned at a time when Taylor University was 
struggling fi nancially, and assisted the university 
in raising funds, recruiting faculty and building the 
Taylor we know today.
A favorite memory at Taylor: Among many memories, 
one of Jenkinson’s favorites was serving as a mem-
ber of the House of Delegates for the United States 
Olympic Committee.
Future plans: Jenkinson has a few small trips planned 
for the future, but he also intends to enjoy summer 
in Upland. “Summer time is a good time at Tay-
lor; in Upland,” Jenkinson said. “Everyone is kind 
of relaxed.”
Jenkinson also plans to continue research for a per-
sonal project: an Atlas on American Basketball. As 
a member of the NAIA Hall of Fame, as well as the 
recipient of the Gates-Howard Award, Jenkinson 
enjoys both playing and studying basketball.
His advice to Taylor instructors: “Be dedicated to teach-
ing. We are a learning institution. Just continually 
do your best.”
“(When) I had my fi rst class of physical geography 
(I) realized things weren’t going to be so easy any-
more, said Joseph Mosse, junior. “Dr. Jenkinson 
supplied my ‘You’re not in Kansas anymore’ moment 
in my introduction to college life. Overall, proba-
bly not a bad thing. It was a good class, I got a B.”
Faye Chechowich
Position: Dean of faculty development and profes-
sor of Christian educational ministries
Length of service: 28 years
Taylor origin story: During graduate school at Trini-
ty Evangelical Divinity School, Chechowich took a 
class alongside fellow student Philip Collins, now 
a Taylor professor of  Christian educational minis-
tries, who encouraged her to explore a position in 
Taylor’s Christian ministries program.
A favorite memory at Taylor: Going on the Civil Rights 
trip with Steve Messer, Professor of History, and 
eight other faculty members.
Future plans: She plans to visit China, the Massachu-
setts Berkshires, Niagara Falls and Italy. Over the 
coming year, she and her husband will focus on 
discerning where next to invest their time.
Advice for Taylor students and instructors: “Live with 
an awareness that we are finite creatures. We 
can’t say ‘yes’ to all the opportunities that pres-
ent themselves.”
“Dr. Faye Chechowich has been a central fi gure at 
Taylor for a long time,” said Charlie Brainer, asso-
ciate professor of the English language teaching 
department. “I believe that it is her heart for men-
toring and discipleship that has truly set her apart. 
She has poured herself generously into the lives of 
students and faculty and we will always be grate-
fully indebted to her.”
Goodbye, and thank you
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Peter Cho: received Designer
of the Year award
Vanessa Gramling: received Art
Educator of the Year award
Mindy Wildman: received
Photographer of the Year award
Christian ministries




Anneliese Brincks, Louis Cutrona, Jayne
Reinhiller and Caitlin Recard: awarded
superior rating on History senior
comprehensive papers
Jordan Hall and Josh McElroy: awarded
superior rating on Political Science,
Philosophy and Economics senior
comprehensive papers 
Esther Song and Joseph Johns: awarded




Steven Estes: will research at the Mayo
Clinic in the Windland Smith Rice
Sudden Death Genomics Laboratory
Maddie Cornell and Emily Viers:
entered Physician Assistant program
at Butler University 
Luis Herrera: accepted a teaching position
at Alliance Academy in Quito, Ecuador
Chemistry &
biochemistry
Anae Bain, Ye Chan Moon and Angela




Cassie Long, Joyce Yu and
Eliza You: founded Taylor Women 
Engaged in Engineering and 
Technology club (TWEET) 
Matt Hall, Mitchell Mays, Michael Moyer,
Jordan Wright: performed reverse
engineering of malware for Lockheed
Martin Advanced Technology Labs
Maddie Gold and Karen Windle:
researched for Mike Severe’s book
“Ministry with Youth in Crisis.”
Film & Media production
Senior Christian Ministries majors
and minors gathered at the recent
Christian Ministries banquet.
Tia Etter: received Distinguished Service
to the Communication Department award
Luke Wildman and Laura Koenig: received
Pulliam Excellence in Journalism award
Nicole Arpin, Jessi Arbuckle and Emily Nosek:
received David J. Chamberlain Excellence





David Aronson: presented research from a
practicum with professor Rob Reber on the
AVIS prairie and Taylor hardwood plantation
at the Indiana Academy of Science in March
Meghan Sulka: completed summer research
with professor Nick Babin on “Understanding
Adoption of Agricultural Conservation in the
Salamonie Watershed”
Matt Thornburg: hired by Flatland Resources
for full-time employment
Michael Wen: will participate in a 6-month
animal behavior internship at the Brookfield
Zoo where he will record and analyze
carnivore behavior
Vanessa Gramling: awarded Outstanding
Future Educator in Art Education 
Hannah Hood: awarded Outstanding
Future Educator in English Education 
Jillian Wilhelm: awarded Outstanding
Future Educator in Elementary Education
Education
English
Hannah Hood: received Phillip Christopher
Schrum Prize for Literary Analysis
Blair Hedges: worked with Joe Ricke and
the Center for the Study of C.S. Lewis and
Friends on research of George MacDonald’s
manuscript of “Hamlet”
Abby Palmisano: won first place in the
Finding Alexandria research competition
English Language teaching 
(minor/licensures)
Elise Jessup and Ellie Williamson: received
TESOL awards during the Honors Chapel
Annie (Virginia) Hartwig, Christine Moffitt and
Caroline Walsh: served in leadership roles in
a tutoring center in Marion with professor
Renata Kantaruk
Annie Hartwig and Esther Song:
accepted international teaching positions
Elyse Horb, Logan Evans, Austin Yoder and
Andrew Paul Davis: received Indiana
Association of School Broadcasters (IASB)
awards for “We are Rwandans,” “The Kings”
and “Frenemy”
Shirley Irwin and Yoder: awarded Student
Production Award from the Emmy organization
(National Association of Television Arts and
Sciences, Lower Great Lakes Chapter) for
“Rest of Your Life” and “The Kings”
Kinesiology
Zane Atzhorn, Nathan West, Gabby
Trudeau and Marette Starke: completed
research at the New Castle Correctional
Facility involving an 8-week exercise
intervention with the inmates
Rebekah Estes and Erik Hayes: wrote the first
student-authored paper in kinesiology
Matt Renfrow and several students pose in
front of the New Castle Correctional Facility.
Mathematics
Ruth Jansen and Becca Rousseau:
presented research under the
supervision of assistant professor
Derek Thompson at the Mathematical
Association of America’s MathFest 
(L to R) Seniors Becca Rousseau and
Ruth Jansen received two Outstanding
Presentation awards at MathFest in 2016.
Greta Kiers and Anna Meyer: completed a
faculty-directed research project, “Vocabulary
Acquisition vs. Vocabulary Learning,”
directed by Abraham Chin Chang;
they submitted it to an academic journal
(L to R) Spanish professor Abraham Chin 
Chang and seniors Sam Peterson, Anna Meyer 




“Rabbit Hole”: awarded Distinguished
Production of a Play by the Kennedy Center
Conner Reagan and Jessica Schulte:
awarded National Commendations
by the Kennedy Center
Alexis Jade Colón: awarded
Distinguished Service to the
Theatre by the Kennedy Center 
Philosophy
Griffin Gardner: maintained NAIA Scholar
Athlete status and will study in Taylor’s
MAHE program next year
Sam Moore: received a Certificate of Merit
in Student Leadership from Taylor
David Park: received one second place
and two third places in the National
Association of Teachers of Singing competition
Physics &
Engineering
Thaddeus McClatchey: won first place
in the Spring GameJam competition
for his game, “Refraction”
Joel Kiers, Cassie Long and Joyce Yu:
presented MagnITO-Sat, a project
investigating the feasibility of using
a space tether to propel low-orbit
satellites at the 11th Annual
Engineering Poster Session
Austin Borg, Lindsey Low, Daniel Luke
and Matthew White: presented their
design of TIBO (The Induction Bread
Oven), a table-top induction
artisan bread oven
Psychology
Emily O’Daniels: placed second




Jenna Clark and Grant DenBesten: pursuing a
Master’s in clinical mental health counseling,
and a Master’s of Public Health at Grand
Valley State, respectively
Kaitlin Hable, Lauren Solito and Megan 
Wallace: studying nursing at Mid-American
Nazarene University, St. Louis University 
and Marian University, respectively
Meghan Sulka and Katie Schantz:
will work with Marion County Health
Department and Compassion
International, respectively
Erica Drost: will intern with
Samaritan's Purse this summer
Social work
“Being a student in the social work
program has empowered me with the
skills and resources I need to pursue
my dream of opening a for-profit
social enterprise someday,”
senior Kaitlyn Duchien said.
Sociology
All four seniors: completely and
successfully defended their senior
thesis—a semester-long project.
One student has currently accepted
a sociology position and another
hopes to play pro-football. 
Business
Business seniors won 
a national competition 
as part of the Endowment Team.
Katherine Yeager
News Co-Editor
A look into a selection of senior accomplishments in each department
